CHAPTER VII

COMMUTATION OF DUTY AND CERTIFICATES OF
DISCHARGE

1. COMMUTATION OF DUTY

IT is often desired to get rid of future claims for
duty arising upon the death of a life tenant or
other limited owner, so that the property may be
dealt with freed from any such claims; and power
is accordingly given to the Commissioners of
Inland Revenue to commute Estate Duty, Legacy
Duty, and Succession Duty presumptively payable.

Applications for Commutation

Applications for commutation of duty should be
made in writing to the Estate Duty Office, stating
the reasons for the application (sale, mortgage, or
other proposed dealing with the property), the full
particulars of the property, the title, the names
and dates of birth of the tenants for life and in
remainder, and the gross amount of the sale money
or the amount of the mortgage. The granting or
refusal of the application is in the discretion of the
Commissioners of Inland Revenue.

Applications for commutation of duties will not
generally be granted where the life tenant or
limited owner is of great age, and will not be enter-
tained where he or she is not in ordinary good
health, or unless the property is being dealt with
in such a manner as to render it expedient to free
219